CITIZENS DECLARE
FOR CHEAPER GAS

Chamber of Commerce Hears
Protests at Meeting.

BALLINGER BILL DENOUNCED

As Mouthpiece of Washington Husi-
Interesta, the Commercial
Body Meets Representatives from
Various Clivie Associations and
Takes First Steps for Concurrent
Organization to Obtain Legislation,

ness

As the mouthplece of the city's business
mterests, the Chamber of Commerce met
representatives from the various citizsens’
sssociations last evening and took the’
first steps for a concurrent organization
to obtzin gas légisiation from Congress.

There was no denunciation of the Wash-
ington Gaslight Company. It was made
evident that the fight for cheaper gas and
against excessive capitalization wiil be
conducted along the sanest and cléarest
of lines.

While the citizens' associations are rap-
idly forming a central body, the subcom-
mittee on public utilities of the Chamber
of Commerce is formulating a gas pro-
gramme which will probably meet with
the united support of Washington. It is
not likely that the citizens’' associations
will attempt to act independently after
finding the chamber so eager to ascertain
the sentiment of Washington on the sub-
ject, and so determined to crystaliize It
before the next session of Congress.

Gallinger Pill Not Indorsed.

The Gallinger bill will not be indorsed.
It was_stated last night this meastire
will undoubtedly be reintroduced when
Congress convenes next December. All
comment upon it by authorized repre-
sentatives was adverse, ar'd one speaker,
veicing the opinion of tie Northeast
Washington Association, pronounced ijt
“absurd” and “ridiculous.’

Waiter C. Balderstor. chairman of the
subcommittee, presided at the hearing
The =ubcommiltee was only partially
represented, and comparatively few of
the citizens' associations sent their rep-
resentatives with derinite Iinstructions.

Most of the speakers frankly declared
themselves open to conviction. There was,
however, a unanimous opinion that the
present gas rates the District of Co-
lumbia are extortionate, and that any at-

in

tempt to increase the Washington Gas-
light Company’'s capitalization beyond

the legitimate limit of physical valuation
must be carefully guarded against

As delegate of the Northeast Washing-
ton Association, Evan Tucker made an
effective statement of the caseé against
the gas company He emphasized the
point that the declaration of dividends by
the corporation furnishes no true meas-
urement of fts earning capacity, because
this has been carefully concealed by
bonuses of- stock 1 devious ways of
distributing the surplus.

“We know the gas company out-
standing certificates of indebtedness to
the extent of $2300,000," he said. “We
know it has distributed these certificates
among its stockholders so as to provide
& channel for its surplus earnings and
to prevent these earnings from appear-
ing in the form of dividends.

“Our association has indorsed the Mad-
den bill providing for 75-cent gas. We
believe this Is a fair figure, and we have
repeatedly gone on record as saying’ so.
There is one point making for a large
reduction in the price which has been
quite generally overlooked. When the
law of 1896, establishing the present rate,
was passed it provided for twenty-five-
candlepower gas. he company has since
been allowed to reduce this to twenty-
two candlepower. This has not entered
into the popular calculalion ad to the
degree of price reduction, nor has the
company taken it into account.

Would Reduce Gas Price,

“It has been a generally accepted the-
ory that gas can be furnished in Wash-
ington 25 cents cheaper than in George-
town, because of the difference.in the
size of plant and the supply. The two
companies have asserted this vigorously
for many years. Now we find the (;(ﬂorgq.
town Gaslight Company voluntarily re-
ducing the price of gas from $1.25 to $1.
On the same basis, why cannot the Wash-
ington Gaslight Company reduce the price
from $1 to 75 cents?

“The Gallinger bill is & ridiculous prop-
osition. In the first place, it provides for
& radical reduction in the price of gas
In the second, it requires a more expen-
sive gas—coal gas—as a corollary, which
probably will not be Indorsed by the
sober second thought of the peoplle of
Washington. In the third, it allows the
gas company to triple its capitalization.
There would be no legal way to retire
that stock if it were once issued, and the
company could easily demonstrate that
it could nrt may a reasonable dividend on
its increasea uam;!talization unless the
price of gas were increased.

“The gas company has offered no evi-
dence to show that of its present capital-
ization more than 350,00 has been paid
in. The rest has been contributed from
surplus earnings, and the whole plant
has been built up on the huge profits. It
is true that the bonds do represent cash
that was paid in. 1 am convinced that
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com the
power requirement fairly well, and the
honest

¥
government inspoction is and
thorough.”

Percival M. Browne, representing the
Colambia Heights Citizens’ Association,
declared that Washington shows more
apathy on the question of regulating %
public utilitiea than any other city in
the country. The smali stockholders of
public service corporations, he said, are
ordinarily desirous of only & just and
reasonable return for thelr money, and
can be counted upon to work for the civie
interest.

If the Chamber of Commerce and the
citizens’ associations co-operats in the gas
fight the problem will be speedily settled.
One reason why Congress has been so
tardy in granting the needed legislation
was because the corporationists were
more solicitous of their interests than the
people were in protecting theirs.

Tells of Takoma's Troubles,

J. A. La Clerc, of the Takoma Park
Citizens’ Association, recited the troubles
of that suburdb regarding gas pressure.
Barney Harris, of the East Washington
Association; . A, Teller, of Park View;
8 W. Willlams, of Takoma Park; R. J,
Love, and others spoke informally of the
prevailing sentiment regarding gas legis-
lation.

Edgar D. Shaw declared the most dan-
gerous provision in the Gallinger bill was
that allowing the gas company to pur-
chase coal lands. The opportunity for
speculation opeéned up, he said, was al-
most infinite. He arecused some discus-
sion by projecting into the meeting the
Jefinition of legitimate capitalization
givén by a Michigan authority, that f{t
should be allowed to be increased so as
to keep the stock at par, but to g0 no
further. 3

He believed the ecapitalization should
cover all the physical property of the gas
company, but should not include good will
or franchise or other intangible assets.

Further hearings will probably be held,
and the report of the subcommittee laid
before the Chamber of Commerce in a
short time.

RAID ON A CLUBHOUSE.

Officery Claim to Have Had Trouble
with John Scehmidt.

The Rock Spring Club, just over
the Distriet line, near Glen Echo, was
raided last night, and after an exciting
struggle with the officers its proprietor,
John L. Schmidt, was lodged in the Rock-
ville jail, charged with running a gam-
bling house and selling liquor.

Several jugs and bottles of whisky al-
leged to have been found by the officers
will be used as evidence when the case
¢comes to trial.

About 9:30 o'clock Constables Peyton
Whaien and Leroy Lochte, and Policeman
Trennis, of the Seventh precinct, visited
the club and tried to gain entrance. As
no one responded, they broke in the outer
door with an ax. John L. Schmidt, w
was in the house alone with his daugh-
ter, Gretchen, thirteen years old, came
down stairs and demanded to know what
the officers wanted. When they informed
him that they camé to search the place
he demanded their warrant, and when
this was not shown, at-

it 1s sald, he
tempted to stop their progress.

After some words with the officers, it is
{ alieged, he grasped the ax and attempted
{to strike Whalen. who avoided the blow
| and knocked Schmidt down with a black-
|jack. The officers then searched the
jhouse and claim to have found bottles
{ and jugs of whisky which they seized.
They arrested Schmidt. His wghter is
aid to have been left in the house alone.
Schmidt was inflignant at his arrest, and
declaresl that he would prosecute the offi-
/He clalms they did not have a
|sear"h{ warrant. Up to a late hour last
| night he had not obtained balil.

' \
WASHINGTON BANKERS WIN.

Baltimore Chapter Defeated in Third
Annual Debate for Trophy.

The Washington Chapter of the Ameri-

can Institute of Banking defeated the

|s

| cers

Baltimore Chapter in the third annual
intercity debate in George Washington
University Hall last night thereby win-

ning permanently the silver loving cup
which had been held by the Baltimoreans.
The questicn was: “Resolved, That ex-
press companies should be prohlbited
from lssuing exchange in the form of
money orders, letters of credit, and trav-
| elers’ checks and drafts.”

Washington took the negative, and witt
Samuel J. Henry, assistant treasurer of
the Nationa] Savings and Trust Com-
pany; Frank Devereux, Natlonal Savings
and Trust Company, and Edwin S Faw-
cett, First Nationai Bank, Alexandria,
Va., &8 their defenders, soon demonstr
ed to the judges the right of thelr con-
tention. Opposed to them were George
| N. Collars, Maryland Trust Company;
| William P. Carter, First National Bank,
|and Edwin N. Adams, assistant cashier
| National Bank of Baltimore

b

i E. Percival Wilson president of Wash-
| Ington Chapter, presided. - The judges
| were Waldo Newcomber, president of

the National Exchange Bank, Baltimore;
H. P. Willis, Washington correspondent
of the New York Journal of Commerce,
and Charles Hallan MeCarthy, professor
of American history at the Catholic Uni-
versity.

Swedish Church Desired,

Swedish residents of Washington gath-
ered at Luther Place Memorial Church
last night to listen to an address by Rev,
A. Erikson, of the Swedish Congrega-
tional Church of Boston, who took as his
subject ““Jesus ag Lord and King."” Those
present informally considered the project
of forming a Swedish society in Wash-
ington to bring together people of Swed-
ish birth, for mutua] religious benefit and
interest.

'HARPER &

business of the firm.

with special attention given to

had reached the sum of

The firm will continue as formerly in the banking business,

Commercial Banking,

the brokerage business having been eliminated.
Respectfully,

We are gratified also to announce that at the close of business
on the evening of April 16, having started March 1, our deposits

$282,820.73.

Designated Depositary in Bankruptcy.
Interest Paid on All Accounts.
Member of the American Bankers'

)
COMPANY |
BANKERS
1415 G Street N. W.

Announce that they have purchased the interest of Mr. Thomas L.
Hume in the bank, and have transferred to him the brokerage

ROBERT N. HARPER,
J. MILLER KENYON.

Association.
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NOT GOOD AFTER APRIL 24. 1909.
The Washington Herald Gift Contest.

District No.......ccoveenes

Good for Ten votes when neatly trimmed and filled out if
sentto the Contest Department of The Washington Herald
by mail, or otherwise, before expiration of date. No bal-
lot will be altered in any way or be transferred after being

for Ten votes.
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PUTS KEROSENE IN FIRE;DEAD

Can of Fluid Explodes as Cook Holds
It Over Stove.

BATTLE IMMIMENT
IN TURKISH CITY

Continued from Page One.

Constantinople without lkkeg of time, and
| that re-enforcements from every part of

‘lhc- empire were flocking to the standard
’

ART IN PHOTOGRAPE
SHOWN ATCORCORAN

This Pertod Wax Spent by (‘hrhc'! ji
A. Baker to Get Satisfactory Nega- | i

tive of a Rese for Exhibition of
the Camera Club—Many smlnoni
by Frank M, Boteler.

Photographers, amateur as well as pro-|

fessional, will find much of Interest at
the eighteenth annual exhibitlon of the
Capital Camera Club, which openéd last

coran Gallery of Art

This club, which stands as one of the two
oldest art organizations In the District,
and as one of the foremost photographic
socleties in this country, is justly proud
of the excellent showing made by
members in the 1680 pictures selected out
of 353 by its jury, composed of B. C. Mes-

ff

evening at the hemicycle hall of the (‘-)r-; i

its |
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420 to 426 Tih St. 417 1o 425 8th St

You never bought such fine

SILK PETTICOATS

- $2.89 5"

Worth
$5.00.
These Skirts are made of an excellent quality taffeta sil
BLACK ONLY. They are finished with a deep cir
with 10 rows of shisring: perfect-fitting hips; cut full width; full
foundation, and dust ruffie; length, 39, 41. 43. T
an actual $5.00 value. For to-morrow only.

: ' his 1s 32.89

WHITE GOODS

Greater bargains than ever in this lot. Specially ¢
waists, dresses, and the graduation gown,

50c Imporied Plaid and Siriped Bafisie,

k, in

ilar flounce,

-
:

esirable for

3
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concerto; “Mazurka.” by Parlow; helpless and Indifferent. Orders have | HOUSE

mann’'s “Reverie” (Traumerei), Popper's|{ come from Constantinople to prnceml

“p. i “ o rhict 1 1 as i ¥

Pappilion,” after which she played as|gg.inst the perpetrators of the massacres,

an encore Pierne’s dainty serenade, which

is familiar to every concertgoer.

This was the last concert in the Charl-
ton-8Smith series, one of the t
cessful Washingten has ever had.
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SEEK HALL FOR CONFERENCE.

Commerece

Chamber of Preparing
for National Gathering.

|
|

At a meeting of the committee of

farrangements of the Washington
Chamber of Commerce, yesterday, a
subcommittee, composed of John I

| Weaver and Walter 8. Ufford, was ap-
%pninlod to report on the selection of a
suitable hall in which to hold the
!na'mnal conference of the city plan-
‘nlng to onen on May 21,

| Allen D. Albert. jr., chalrman. ap-
{pointed the following committees:
Display of exhibits—A. P. Clarke, Glenn
| Brown, Dr. George H. Kober, Frank
Upman, Walter 8. Ufford, and Ben-
jamin Marsh. Dinner—D. J. Callahan,
Thomas Grant, A. C. Moses, M. J
Jones, and Joseph Strasburger. Meet-
ings—A. Leftwich Sincialr, Benjamin
Marsh, Willlam H. Baldwin, Surgeon-
General Walter Wyman, John B. Sle-
man, and Miss Mabel Boardman. Invi-
tations-—8hand Miles, D. J. Callahan,
Thomas Grart, Gen. SternBerg, and
Washington Topham. Guides—C. I
Rudolph, M. J. Jones, and W. S. Knox.
Publicity—Ira Bennett, T..C. Noyes,
Mrs. Justina Hill, John J. Weaver, and
Scott C. PEone., Finance—Charies J.
Bell, John Joy Edson, Willlam F. Gude,
J. H. Small, James F. Oyster, and A.
Lisner. ety

Washington Boys Honored.
Among the candidafes for degress st ‘he com-
mencement cxercises of Lekigh University, to be
heid at South Pa., next Juns, are
Perey Walter Haverst and Sidney Lawrence
Heckinger, both of Washington. They will receive
the degres of engineer. Mr. Haverstein's

but they are not being given the slight-
ést attention.

A few troops have taken the fleld, prin-
cipally those that were stationed at
Beirut, but so far as reported they have
been wholly ineffective in putting down
the riots. In several cases the soldiers
are reported as joining in the massacres.

The Armenians at Adana put up a
feeble resistance, and killed 150 of the

wholly unable to cope with the blood-
seeking mobs that swept down on the
The Moslems exacted fearful toll
for the killing of their comrades, and de-
stroyed the entire Armenian segtion of
the city. The barbarities practiced by the
Mohammedans are said to be the worst
ever known in their long reign of un-
speakable cruelties.
Americans Slain.

Europeans in Asiatic Turkey are in a
panic, and are besieging the consulates
for protection. British, French, and Ger-
man war ships are reported as proceeding
to the scene, but there is gravest fear
that they will not arrive in time to save
many of the Europeans from sharing the
fate of the native Christians.

The report that two American mission-
aries have been slain at Adana is now ac-
cepted as tru€, but despite the greatest
effort of the local authoritis and Amerl-
can consul E. I. Harris, the names of
the two, and the exact method of thelr
death, have not been learned.

city.

Woman te Defend Hargis.

Jackson, Ky., April 17.—When the sec-
ond trial of Beach Hargis, charged with
the murder of his father Judge Jumes
Hargis, is ecalled at Ervine next Mon-
day, one of the thirteen attorneys for the
defense will be & woman, Mrs. William
A. Young. Her husban{ was one of the
attorneys who secured ithe acquittal of
Eugene Gardner, in San Francisco, for
the murder of a negro.

While you think of it, telephone your
Want A4 to The Washington Herald
and bill will be sent you at 1 cent a word.

Moslem attackers, but their number was |

|
|

TIME.

When you think of painting,
polishing, or staining. think
also of Hodgkin, for this is a
veritable paint store,
In our immense assortment is
to be found everything that
could be used to brighten up
yvour home, at prices—we'll jet
these prices speak for them-
selves:

Model

family

House Paints,
15¢c a can—up.
(All shades.)

Liquid Veneer Furniture Pol-
ish..... and 50c the bottle.
Step In and get a free sample,

Floor Wax Bc a can—up.

Wall Paper Cleaner, 25¢ per can.

(Something new,)

Varnish Stains for Floors,

a can—up.

Gold Paints....10c a bottle—up.

Aluminum Paints, 15¢ a can—up.

Missgion Stains...25c¢ a can—up.

Dustless Floor Oils..15¢ per gt

Tustless Floor Oils. .50c per gal

Jap-a-lac.... .-15C & can—uDn.

Alabastine (all tints) fop walls,

e for a 5-Ib. pckage.

Metal Polishes..l3¢ a can—up.

Screen Wire Paints

I3¢ a can—up.

We are members of both the
Rochdzle and Economy vquchers

s

Vaachers given with every pur-
chase.

Chas. E. Hodgkin,
913 7th St. N. W.
Telephone Main 2706.

=
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15¢

emetery M

FFOULKE—On Weadnesday, 4

the

Hotel 1e Marg
S MATHER ¥

Fr
i

FUNERAL DIREC

——————

HARDING—Departed th
at 5 a m Fr e A TOBS.
residence, 118 Kenda
D. C.. EDWARE GEORGE P. ZURHORST,

=

of Mary Har
Funerzl Sunday,
from Mount V
Relatives and frien
vited to attend

HENSLEY-—Suddenly.
16, 1908, at 10 p.

361 East Capitel Streetf,
J. WILLIAM LEE, Fune rec
And Embaimer. Livery in cunh&ct::l ijmo:ﬁ.:m
Chapel azd Modern Crematcriom AModest pricen
£ Peunsyivania ave. ow. Telephone Main 1388

IR at 10 p. m
M E issi

on PFrid

m.. MARY C
LEY, beloved wife of Dr. J. T. Hens-
ley

Interment
at ihe house

April
HENS-

ay -

FUNERAL DESIGNS.
GEO. C. §

FLORAL DESIGNS. REASONABLE PRICEM
‘Phone W16 Main. Mth spd Ere sta ow.

at Troy, Ohio. No services

JENKINS-On Saturday, April 17, 1908, at
treet southeast, MARY E

{ widow of John H. B. Jenkins
Funeral Monday, April 3. Interment mm mms’
private ©Cf Every Descriptice—Moderately Priced
LIN On Saturday, April 17, 1808, G U DE
- p.G.m.. at. hia rea:p‘ T4 F ST. NORTHWEST. 'PHONE M. on
street northwest, E : -

in his eighty-fifth year
Notice of funeral hereafter. (Saco and
Portland, Me., papers please copy.)
McWILL—-On Friday, April 16, 1909 at §:50
4 m. at 2129 Eleventh stireet northe
west, NANCY MeWILL, beloved
mother of Mrs. L. G. Harvey, William,
Robert, and Hattle F. MceWIl, and
grandimmother of Denz Harvey.
Funeral! {rom Metropolitan Baptist
Church Monday, April 14, at 2 p. m.

MONUMENTS.

GEO. E COOPER,

MARBLE AND GRANITE MONUM
FIRST-CLASS WOREK AT MUDERATE PRIiCES.
x8.TTH ST. NW. ‘PHONE N, 38
LET US ESTIMATE ON YOUR CEMETERY
work for Deconatice Day; Spest dispiey of stoek
to seject from. . Place oeder now sod avold disape
peigtment. JOEN T. TRAPP, Lincoln are. & T

‘ it




